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S U S T A I N A B L E  
D E V E L O P M E N T  G O A L S

In September 2015, UN Member States adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
("Transforming our World"). The 2030 Agenda is a plan of action for people, planet and prosperity and
applies to both developed and developing countries. The centre piece of the 2030 Agenda is the 17
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The 17 SDGs reflect economic, social and environmental
dimensions of sustainable development. 

The 2030 Agenda encourages countries to develop national responses to the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) and incorporate them into planning and policy. The Department of the Environment,
Climate and Communications (DECC) was assigned responsibility for preparing the first Sustainable
Development Goals National Implementation Plan 2018-2020. The plan sets out arrangements for
interdepartmental coordination, stakeholder engagement and periodic progress reporting at national
and global levels.

The Plan identifies four strategic priorities to guide implementation: awareness, participation, support
and policy alignment.1

1 www.gov.ie



MAPPING OUR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS - An Offaly Local Development Company Perspective | 2021

4

F O R E W O R D

The role of Local Development in delivering on Sustainable Development Goals It is all
connected...

As a plan of action for people and the planet, the Sustainable Development Goals find their natural
home at the interface of sustainable local development and the interwoven multitude of social and
community-centred programmes therein. This is where the Sustainable Development Goals make the
transition from being merely aspirational to becoming manifested on the ground and exhibiting both
hard and soft outcomes.

Offaly Local Development Company has been on the frontline for the delivery of a vast majority of the
17 goals since its formation in 2009 a time when the goals were not defined and the realm of sustainable
development had yet to be categorised into a cohesive, global system.

What has changed for all organisations, particularly for those working to support the development of
an equal, inclusive and more sustainable future for the people and groups that make up our communities
is the clarity of a framework and context  for long term strategic objectives and associated work
programmes - the Sustainable Development Goals can provide this

Many organisations (especially community-centred ones) have been and continue to deliver on the
goals without being aware of it. The adoption of the new SDG reporting format  by Offaly Local
Development Company (and hopefully all public, private and voluntary sectors across Offaly) affords a
quick, visual data which enables the Company to see where the delivery of the goals is strong, and
likewise, where there could be  improvements.

In order to ensure that the goals are translated into real actions that deliver measurable targets depends
to a great degree on local conditions, government policy and local strategic development plans. For the
goals to positively impact the social, economic and environmental conditions of our Communities, there
also has to be a bottom up facilitation which allows local ownership of the solutions matched to the
local needs of these targets. 
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Offaly Local Development Company – A Conduit for Implementation

“A case in point”
The facilitation of the environmental goals within the Rural Development Programme (and associated
thematic pillars within LEADER) is where the Green Offaly story began. It was evident that communities
needed extensive support in implementing real action towards Climate Change: A fundamental
prerequisite for future human development, including poverty reduction, is the stable functioning of
Earth’s life support system. Support from LEADER has enabled Green Offaly to incorporate as a
countywide Sustainable Development Trust, in order to make swift progress towards implementing the
delivery of its specific mission; ‘The Mainstreaming of Low-Carbon & Sustainable Lifestyles through Green
Regeneration Initiatives’.2

2 www.greenoffaly.ie

Offaly Local
Development Company
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We are a clear example of the real sustainable development outcomes that are achieved through Offaly
Local Development Company programmes.

Partnership for the Goals

Green Offaly are a natural partner to Offaly Local Development Company when it comes to facilitating
Goals 11 and 13 within a social, economic and environmental context. The 17 goals are often multi-
layered, interdependent and of course, they are all connected. As such it helps to simplify the overall
picture into these three key strands which are at the heart of all definitions of Sustainability. 

The Sustainable development goals will serve as the framework that promotes enhanced collaboration
across all sectors and organizations in Offaly. Transitioning our County to meet both the ambitious
decarbonisation targets of 2050 and the full implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals by
2030 is going to require that we all take partnership working to an unprecedented level.

It is reassuring to know that such effective partnerships for the goals are already embedded here in
Offaly.

Rebekah Keaveny
Green Offaly - 
Project Development Officer
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

Offaly Local Development Company was established in 2009 following the amalgamation of the
following organisations: Offaly LEADER, Tullamore Wider Options, West Offaly Partnership and the Co.
Offaly based section of OAK Partnership.

Offaly Local Development Company (OLDC) is a partnership of agencies and groups representing the
community, statutory and private sectors. It is funded by a number of government departments and
agencies to deliver a variety of programmes and supports to individuals, communities and businesses
in Co. Offaly. Programmes include Rural Development Programme (Leader), Social Inclusion Community
Activation Programme (SICAP), Rural Social Scheme (RSS), TUS, Ability Programme, Jobs Club, Business
Development programme, Local training initiatives (LTIs), SafeFood, Healthy Ireland, Offaly Healthy
Homes, Social Enterprise supports. 

County Offaly is predominately rural, peatlands focused with recent significant changes to the way of
working and life styles arising due to the closure of peat based industries and the implementation of a
Just Transition programme for the areas affected. Peatland areas of County Offaly are highlighted on
the following map by lighter green areas.

Open Street Map of county Offaly showing main bog (light green) and forest (dark green) expanses in
the county.   
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In March 2020 the discussion at ILDN3 level around mapping our progress towards SDGs prompted Offaly
Local Development Company to look at what its programme achievements were against SDGs.  A lot of
the work of Local Development Companies is embedded in communities, focused on alleviating poverty
and disadvantage, working across issues relating to society, economy and the overall environment. 

To date Offaly Local Development Company has not recorded its work in the context of SDGs. The overall
company achievements are not included in this report; four programmes have been identified and are
included, namely Rural Development Programme (Leader), SICAP, Rural Social Scheme (RSS) and TUS.
Each of these programmes has a CRM system that allowed the projects within each programme (2018-
2020) to be mapped by location in Offaly and against relevant SDGs.

This report is intended to highlight the actions of the four programmes (2018-2020) against SDGs to
inform the  Board of Offaly Local Development Company, stakeholders, funding partners,4 clients,
communities in Offaly, Government Departments and ILDN. It also seeks to  recognise the staff who
work in Offaly Local Development Company; they  can now see additional  impacts of their work when
mapped to the SDGs. 

Information for the mapping of four programmes to SDGs, came from the CRMs. Projects within each
programme have been mapped against relevant SDGs and all information is easily traceable through
the process engaged. 

3 ILDN: Irish Local Development Network www.ildn.ie
4 See page 18 for funding and support partners

8
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H O W  O L D C  P R O G R A M M E S  H A V E
C O N T R I B U T E D  T O  S D G S  
2 0 1 8 - 2 0 2 0

Mapping outcomes



Progress by town areas in Offaly

Bar chart showing number of town areas for each SDG, Goals 10 and 11 were the most widespread during the period.

SICAP -  SDG achievements
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RDP -  SDG achievements 

TUS/ RSS  - SDG achievements
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S D G  A C H I E V E M E N T  I N  A C T I O N  
I N  O F F A L Y
The projects and achievements highlighted are testament to the work of Offaly Local Development
Company, the commumites and clients that we work with; its funding partners and those the agencies
that collaborate on projects to achieve real outcomes for the county of Offaly. The scale of the work and
the SDGs mapped to the four programmes in this report gives a strong indication that in Offaly, the level
of achievement against SDGs is not given sufficient recognition and is not being recorded and added
to the national picture. Two examples of projects which are focused on a sustainable future for Offaly
are outlined as follows. These projects demonstrate that in-depth, collaborative work is underway in
Offaly to innovate and provide platforms for further achievements against SDGs. 

Development of Community Wetlands – Tullamore River
The Tullamore Living River Project is a collaborative project involving a range of key stakeholders
(including Offaly Local Development Company, Offaly LCDC, Offaly County Council, Tullamore Tidy
Towns, Office of Public Works, LAWPRO and Inland Fisheries Ireland).  The project evolved out of a report
commissioned by Offaly County Council and Inland Fisheries Ireland; and carried out by Louise Brown
and Associates, in 2018.

In terms of water quality, the overall Tullamore River catchment is classed as poor to moderate. The
Tullamore Living River Project is designed to help redress this low status and enhance the water quality
and wildlife value of the river, as well as bring about enhancements to the amenity value of the river for
those in Tullamore to enjoy.

By providing a wetland habitat for flora and fauna within the Tullamore River as it flows through the
town, this will bolstering local aquatic and riparian biodiversity and will meet the objectives of Offaly
Climate Adaption Plan.  The objectives of the Living River Project, also align with national policy
objectives set out in the Irish Governments’’ River Basin Management Plan 2018-2021, and in turn reflect
the high level Sustainable Development Goals 6, 11 and 15. 

The Tullamore River is approximately 22km long, it’s source is in the Slieve Bloom mountains to its
confluence with the river Clodagh 4km and downstream of the Tullamore urban area. The urban stretch
of the river is the focus of this project. Despite the upgrading of the towns waste water treatment plan
in 2012, the water quality in the river is classed as poor to moderate. The river particularly as it traverses
through this urban location is hidden from view and is canalised, these hard and hidden edges mean
that many people do not know it exists and has resulted in a lack of riparian vegetation along stretches
of the river which at some points are heavily polluted by waste. This project involves developing the
river side experience and linking it to other recreational developments in the town, walkways and trails
etc.5

12

5 Tullamore – The Living River Report 2018: Louise Browne and Associates
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Summary of locations 
This project, funded under the LEADER 2014 – 2020 Programme, seeks to develop wetlands in a low-
lying piece of land between road and railway line at Kilcruttin, Tullamore Co. Offaly. It is proposed to
convert this land into an attractive wetland filter area and wetland park as part of this Living River
Tullamore Project.

Current action on this project is focused on the construction of an integrated wetland scheme covering 5
specific locations along the river
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The Offaly Adapts report, Offaly Climate Change Adaptation Strategy4 sets out specific “high level goals”
for climate adaptation. Of these, carbon sequestration is specifically identified for action. The Tullamore
Living River project addresses this along with water quality and biodiversity.6 The scale of this project
demonstrates the willingness of Offaly Local Development Company to partner in projects that involve
planning, multi-stakeholder approaches, large funding requirements and longer term vision for
improvement of the environment and the living conditions across county Offaly. 

Green Offaly  
GO Sustainable Development Trust T/a Green Offaly represents a new and innovative response to the
significant challenges the county faces as it transitions to a low carbon county. Green Offaly began in
late 2018 as a direct response to the Government 2040 seminar “empowering community in the fight
against climate change”. With the support of Offaly Local Development Company and the Offaly PPN
the idea emerged to establish Green Offaly as a county wide Sustainable Development Trust.  

Green Offaly acknowledges that the transition away from a way of life, a way of work and a way of
production is a sensitive process of change for people and communities. This is especially true for 
communities in Offaly who’s lives and livelihoods have been closely tied to their peatland environment.  

“By advancing green community regeneration as a solution to empowering our communities to address
climate change, we will work with our communities to co-create a new identity for the region via Green Offaly
Project (Social Enterprise) and Green Futures (education and Training)”, Greenoffaly.ie  

Working as a Social Enterprise with support from Offaly Local Development and The Trench Trust  and
funding from Just Transitions Funds, Green Offaly is about to embark on an ambitious and exciting plan
to renovate and develop, to near passive standards, the Old Fiesta Hall in Kilcormac. The GO headquarters
will be located in the heart of the peatland community.  This space will be run as a social enterprise and
will house a range of services and spaces for community use including a community coffee shop, co-
working hub, education and training space for - environmental and sustainably focused - community
and outreach educational programmes.

Green Futures will be the charitable arm of Green Offaly and will focus on the development of education
and training programmes along with research programmes that will be provided to individual,
businesses, communities young people to enable them to re-orientate and upskill for the future. The
Green Futures programme incorporate 4 key elements and will see programmes developed across the
fields of science, education, Training and Arts. 

14

6 OCC (2019) Offaly Adapts: Offaly County Council – Offaly Climate Change Adaptation 
Strategy– September 2019. OCC, Tullamore.
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From facilitating Forest Schools, creating relevant Youth courses, building up Green Apprenticeships,
providing Internships, and enabling Scientific and Social Research programmes we will position Offaly
as leading from the heart of the Country and delivering on the 21st skills which are needed to achieve
the successful decarbonisation of the County and the health of all those who share in our local Biosphere
from people to plants to pollinators!7

The Offaly Biosphere - Green Offaly has also been successful in its application to the Just Transitions
Fund to support a study which is currently underway to assess the possibility of Offaly becoming as
UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. Throughout 2021 Green Offaly will be engaging with peatland communities
across the county to discuss what a biosphere reserve might look like.

Engagement with local communities is a key to Green Offaly, and as such there a number of innovative
actions to support this including working with local tidy towns groups and communities interested in
integrating sustainable planning and mapping of their communities, the provision of training and advice
supports to communities who want to develop and extend their work in this area. 

Green Offaly’s approach of green community regeneration and is fundamentally about partnership, a
partnership between people, place and planet and is underpinned by principles of engagement and
empowerment. This project has been funded by LEADER 2014 – 2020 Programme and has the ongoing
management support through Offaly Local Development Company. A number of key partners have
worked to bring this project to fruition and to place the SDGs at the heart of the work that is undertaken
in Offaly.

7 www.greenoffaly.ie



R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S  F R O M  A N
O F F A L Y  P E R S P E C T I V E

Offaly Local Development company 
While the mapping undertaken of the four programmes included in this report was time consuming, it
has highlighted the considerable achievements of the programmes against SDGs. This is the first exercise
of this kind involving communities in Offaly and will be used to acknowledge all of those involved and
highlight that achievements need to be documented in order to report at County and National level. 

Offaly Local Development Company will now consider the overall company approach to SDGs, will
explore the possibility of prioritising five key goals that could be reported on in future at overall company
level. This could be reported on as an infographic at intervals to be agreed, using examples provided by
UN.8

Communities, stakeholders and other participants in Offaly
The mapping of SDGs to projects undertaken has been a useful exercise to identify the areas of progress
in communities in Offaly. This report seeks to inform and highlight the SDGs. The follow on will be an
awareness programme for communities, stakeholders, participants in programmes that each project
targets an SDG and achieves a level of progress that should be recognised.

Reporting to funders/Government on SDGs
The four programmes analysed in this report have CRM systems that enabled the baseline information
on projects to be obtained in order to match the SDG, manually on this occasion. This process could be
enabled/automated by the CRM systems. For example, the SICAP IRIS system is managed by Pobal
nationally with goals and indicators recorded for each SICAP community-based project (Community
Group, Children and Family Project, Social Enterprise, Non-Caseload Events, courses and other activities
that are recorded by SICAP programmes). The possibility of automating the assignment of SDGs to each
area within the IRIS system is worthy of consideration to facilitate recording of SDG achievements in
areas of most disadvantage across the country.

8 www.cloudfront.net/docs/publications%2FSDG_Reporting_LinkingObjectivesAndSDGs_Enel_Maersk_
Natura_FINAL.pdf
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Just Transition
In Offaly the changes now taking effect due to the closure of peat based industries and the
implementation of a Just Transition programme offers an opportunity to highlight the positive effects
the Just Transition programme will have on SDG achievement in Offaly. We have already seen in this
report that Green Offaly is a product of this changing landscape in Offaly, which promises to itself impact
significantly and positively on green initiatives and SDG achievement. The SDG achievements of Just
Transition should be recorded and recognised across all counties involved in order to show the overall
impact of the development of support programmes for areas affected by decarbonisation. 

Offaly Local
Development Company
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A  W O R D  O F  T H A N K S
We would like to acknowledge our many funders and partners that ensure the work we do in Offaly is
for the benefit of our communities and individuals
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Millennium House, Main St, Tullamore, Co. Offaly,  R35 Y7P2  
t: 057 9352467   e:  info@offalyldc.ie 
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