ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

Local Objective 1 Offaly’s Rural Economy
» That the economy of Offaly is sufficiently
robust - using the County’s innovation,
creativity and connections, so that it can
respond to emerging enterprise and
employment needs and develop future
opportunities.

Local Objective 2 Regenerative Tourism
» For Offaly to become a leading exemplar
in the area of regenerative tourism as
one response to
o the challenges posed by the Just
Transition and the County’s efforts
towards a climate-neutral economy,
and as a key contributor to the R?'h
development of a vibrant tourism poowEn( 4 e
economy that supports rural R
regeneration

Local Objective 3 Developing Offaly’s Social

Economy —

» That Offaly’'s Social Economy (e.g.
through cooperatives and social :
enterprises) can achieve its social and “""\

environmental goals, particularly those v : o
that involve meeting otherwise unmet —
local needs, in addition to its economic - g ’J
targets, with a focus on addressing local

needs. - o

Dooley Wool Ltd



Theme 1: Economic Development and Job Creation

Rationale
Socio Economic Profile

3.6 — Economy

“Offaly faces greater
challenges than any
other County in respect
of adjusting to a
zero-carbon economy”.

3.6 — Economy

“The communities with
the lowest proportions
of persons who are ot
work are generally
around Ferbane and
Cloghan — in areas
where Bord an Mdna
and ESB employment
used to be significant”.

v

3.6 — Economy

“Offaly continues to
exhibit several traditional
features; including a
narrow economic base

in rural communities...
Clear need for economic
diversification and the
development of new and

existing enterprises”.
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Rural Tourism
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Social; Community and
. Cooperative Enterprises

Offaly's Rural Economy

&

STRATEGIC ACTIONS

Expand the Green and circular
economy in Offaly

Broader SME base

Supporting Farm Families

Continued development of artisan
food within Offaly

’ The creative sector in Offaly to
continue to flourish and act as catalyst
for change in our rural economy

Regenerative Tourism

STRATEGIC ACTIONS

Tourism products, services & events

11—

To invest in the promotion and
marketing of Offaly as destination
of regenerative tourism

_—

Support community based tourism
’ projects for the re-use of the peatlands

.

]—)

Developing Offaly’s
Social Economy

STRATEGIC ACTIONS

' Targeted investment for existing and
new social enterprises

]1—

Rationale
Socio Economic Profile

3.7: Agriculture

“While these figures point
to a need for reforms of
agricultural policies and
commercial models, they
are relevant to the LDS in
that they underscore the
need for actions, including
training and capacity-
building, along with
investments, to enable

a greater diversification
of the rural economy and
the provision of social
inclusion supports to
farming families /
households”,

3.8: The Natural
Environment

“Conservation of
ecological and heritage
resources can facilitate
the harnessing of local
social and cultural
capital, and LEADER can
play an important role
in that regard and in
supporting ecological
and cultural, tourism and
social economy projects
and other activities
associated with natural
resource management”,

3.6 = Econemy
“Unemployment rates are
highest in the county’s
urban centres and in the
small towns / villages

of Ferbane, Kilcormuac,
Cloghan, Clara, Rhode

and Banagher.”



SOCIAL
INCLUSION

Local Objective 4 Building healthy and _.
sustainable communities in Offaly B _ Qe _ .

o ¥

e Use the Smart Villages process,
whereby success is based on
inclusive and participatory practices
and supports, to develop healthy and
sustainable communities throughout
Offaly.

Local Objective 5 Maximising the Impact
of LEADER
e Using the range of LEADER supports

to animate communities and build
their capacity, so as to maximise the
impact of the LEADER programme
across Offaly and where possible
leverage additional supports and
investment for these communities.

Local Objective 6 Including those most
excluded
e To ensure that those are most

isolated and / or excluded; those who
are been most directly impacted by
the peat transition process and those
who traditionally have not engaged
with the LEADER programme -
receive the capacity building and
development support to enable their
participation in their community.

Local Objective 7 Offaly Youth Population

e To stimulate actions that improve

access to social, recreational and self-
development infrastructure and local
employment opportunities so as to
incentive Offaly’s youth to remain in
their communities or return to Offaly,
and make Offaly an attractive place
to live, work and play in.




Theme 2:

Rationale
Socio Economic Profile

Rationale
Socio Economic Profile

3.1 Demographics 3.6 - Economy

“In areas of recent and EATECIC ACTIGNG “The recent gr _OWl‘h n

anticipated population remote / hybrid W?f.fflﬂg
presents opportunities for

growth, it is important
to ensure that community
facilities and local services

[
L

Capital support for community
infrastructure

)

— { Fostering community engagement )

rural communities, most
especially those in East
and North Offaly... OLDC

e pmu.r'::_id mfz planped is committed to availing
manner. Therefore,
we anticipate mnk;ng -’lL Overcoming Digital Exclusion ] —> ofand pr.o{noting, the
investments in community {'.lpportumttes presented
amenities in several : : in Irefand’s rural i
communities in the east 4 ?'evefopment ;:?o_hcy...
and centre of the county”. [\ x 4 respef.:t of:ﬁgrtm‘
<& connectivity”,
STRATEGIC ACTIONS
34y and ’ Animation & capacity building _ ‘
B e communities who have not previously 3.3 Diversity
; . engaged with LEADER The spatial analysis has

OLDC’s community base indicated the need for
:::;‘fnﬁ::::):ﬁ:{ ) targeted inter-cultural

e ogy 4 Fﬁq\ and social inclusion
can make s‘lgnfﬁ cant, [ $ é actions across the county,
d'r“"t. amf indirect, N but particularly in urban
contributions to: pa— .

STRATEGIC ACTIONS and peri-urban areas.
Wrap around & capacity building

“Enhancing the capacity supports for target groups
of local communities 3.4 Housing and
and entrepreneurs to Households
ameliorate challenges and - Supporting social

to avail of opportunities
associated with the Just
Transition”.

3.2 Demographics
“Offaly’s age profile also
points to a need to invest
in services for older
persons and targeted
social inclusion projects,
across the county, but

b 4

S—

96

STRATEGIC ACTIONS

Targeted capital supports to adapt
community infrastructure

Reduce isolate & build connections

AN —N

Youth skills & development training

)
)_
)

inclusion actions
targeted at vulnerable
population cohorts;

- Stimulating and
fostering community
development activities;

- Supporting low-income
households and those
most affected by social
exclusion... anti-poverty
interventions and

; : : breaking cycles of
rticularly in the Birr LEA". .
L7 ¥ 3.2 Demographics inter-generational
“This profile has identified the disadvantage;
Sub-themes priority geographies in respect of

promoting more youth participation <+
in the economic and civic life of our
county... growing youth population
in the east of the county, and

the importance of ensuring
commensurate opportunities and
outlets at community level. The data
suggest a need to deal with isolation
and disconnect among young people
in the more rural parts of the county.”

3.4 Housing and Households

“The COVID-18 pandemic has had several
negative effects on community and society,

and many of the most vulnerable population
cohorts...have been more adversely affected
that the rest of the population. Young people...
have been particularly affected, and their levels
of participation in civic life have declined."”

Optimising Digital ||
Connectivity |

.Z II
Rural W

.
Infrastructure |



RURAL
ENVIRONMENT

Local Objective 8 Offaly’s
Landscape - People and Places
o Celebrate Offaly’s landscape,

people, and places through
strategies that enhance
quality of life for local
communities, engage a
broad range of participation
and serve as a stimulus for
the sustainable
development of our rural
environment.

Local Objective 9 Offaly - A
Learning Lab
e That Offaly would become a

learning lab for climate
change and mitigation and
adaptation, whereby
communities share their
strategies for adapting to a
climate-neutral approach,
are supported as equal
partners in processes of
climate change mitigation
and adaption, and, where
appropriate, are the leaders,
and take ownership, of this
process.




Theme 3: Sustainable Development of the Rural Environment

and Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation

Rationale
Socio Economic Profile

3.6 - Economy

Development of the
Rural Environment

Offaly Strategic Integration

Sustainable Development Goals

“Offaly faces greater E
challenges than any other = < ’k
County in respect — ’
of adjusting toa ) \
zero-carbon economy”. <
M
Sub-themes

Climate Change

Offaly’s Landscape -

People and Places

STRATEGIC ACTIONS

Environmental Sustainability

Connecting People and Places

STRATEGIC ACTIONS

A\

-' Capacity building for climate change ) —

and Mitigation
and Adaptation

Climate
Change
Capacity
Building

—

- ! Developing a Green HQ for Offaly j

—8

\

A Pathway to 2050

)

Technology of Climate Proofing

)

&

Sustainable

Sustainable Development Goals
8,9, 11,13, 15

=~

LS

Community Owned Energy

)

Energy upgrading

)

Sustainable Development Goals
1,3,4,10,11

Rationale
Socio Economic Profile

3.6 — Economy

The evidence presented
here demonstrates that
County Offaly has a
significant and valuable
stock of natural /
ecological resources
that shape our county’s
identity and have
influenced its economic
and social development.

L

3.4 Housing and
Households

“Co. Offaly haos the highest
proporiion of any Irish
County that use turf os
their primary fuel source”

|

Local Objectives

Offaly's Rural Economy
KL O, Q

Regenerative Tourism
B,E,F, N

Local Objectives

Building healthy and sustainable
communities in Offaly L, O, P

Smart Villages model to build healthy

and sustainable communities L, O

Optimise Offaly’s Social Economy
H, L

Climate Action Plan 2023

Offaly County Development Plan
2021-2027

Ensuring an Inclusive Digital Transfor-
mation in the EU - Policy Recommen-
dations from the Irish Stakeholders

Inclusive Community Engagement in -

Local Planning and Decision Making

Ireland’s 4th National Biodiversity
Action (Draft for Public Consultation)
2023-2027

Maximising the Impact of LEADER
D,0

Including those most Excluded
D,J,M,P

Offaly's Youth Population O

Key strategies /Policies

Local Objectives

Offaly’s Landscape - People and Places
A, G, |,

Offaly - A learning lab
A, G, 1

Plan 2023 - 2025

F. Ireland's Hidden Heartlands Draft K. Offaly Economic Development
Regional Tourism Development Strategy and Action Plan 2022-2027
Strategy 2023-2027 L. Offaly Local Economic and

G. Just Transition Mechanism Community Plan (draft) 2023-2028

H. National Social Enterprise Policy M. Offaly Migrant Integration Strategy
for Ireland 2019-2022 2020 - 2024
Offaly Climate Change Adaptation N. Offaly Tourism Strategy 2022 - 2023
Strategy 2019-2024 ©. Our Rural Futures 2021-2025
Offaly Disability Equality Network P. Roadmap for Social Inclusion 2020-2025
Accessible Offaly Report and Action Q. Whole of Government Clrcular

Economy Strategy 2022-2023





